164                      THE PRAYER OF

I have said the Mussulmauns of each sect have
extra prayers, beside the Namaaz, or daily ser-
vices of prayer. I suppose there are a greater
variety of prayers amongst these people than
with those of any other religion. Very few,
if any, of the devout men, in the early ages
of their religion, have omitted to leave behind
them some testimony of their regard for pos-
terity in the form of "prayers," dictating the
words most likely to lead the heart of the
creature to the worship of the Creator; and
also directions how to pray for any particular
object they may desire to accomplish by the
aid of God, in whom they are instructed and
believe the fulness of power, as of glory, ever
was, is, and will be to all eternity.

If the Mussulmaun suffers by persecution, by
sickness, by loss of property, or any other dis-
tress of mind or body, he applies himself to the
particular prayer of a favourite Emaum, or holy
scribe, suited to his exact case. I cannot do
better here than copy the translation my
husband has made of the leading causes for the
use of that prayer called " Daaoods (David's)